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INTRODUCTION

Srimat Sankardcirya, while commenting on Brhadiranyaka Upa-
nisad states—sarvo’py ayam vedah pratyak sanumanabhydm anava-
gata-istaprapty-anistaparihdropdya-prakdsanaparah, i.c. the entire
Veda professes to reveal the uncommon and unworldly means,
which cannot be apprehended by perception or inference,
for the achievement of what one desires and the avoidance of what
one does not desire. Siyanpacarya also contributes to this time-
honoured traditional view, when he, in his introduction to the
commentary on Taittiriya Sambhita, remarks—isfapraptyanista-
pariharayor alaukikam upayam yo grantho vedayati sa Vedaj.

This alaukika upaya, the uncommon means, is SACRIFICE,
which, according to tradition, is the subject matter of the Vedas.

Vedah hi yajiiartham abhipravritah—the Vedas proceed to
enjoin sacrifices—is the traditional view supported by Vedanga
Jyotisa. Apastamba Hautra Siitra also (Yajiiam vyakhyasyamap,
sa tribhir vedaih vidhlyate—i.c. the sacrifice is enjoined by the
three Vedas) holds this view.

In his first Sitra, athdto dharmajijidsa, Jaimini promised to
discuss dharma in the twelve chapters of his Pirvamimamsa Sitra,
while interpreting the Vedic passages enjoining SACRIFICE.

Veda consists of Piirva (Karma) and Uttara (Jiiina) Kapdas.
Yajurveda bears absolute importance as far as Karmakanda is
concerned, for, the nature of Karma i.e. Sacrifice is prominently
explained in Yajurveda. According to Sidyapdcdrya, Yajurveda
plays the part of a wall, a substratum, on which the picture in the
form of hautra from Rgveda and audgitra from Samaveda may
be painted : bhittisthanlyo Yajurvedah, citrasthdnlyau itarau
(Introduction to Taittiriya Sambhita).

This view is again repeated by Siyandcirya in the Introduction
to his Rgveda-bhigsya: evam sati adhvaryusambandhini
Yajurvede nispannam yajiaSariram upajivya tadapekgitau
Stotra$astrariipau avayavau itarepa vedadvayena piiryete ity upa-
Jivyasya Yajurvedasya...

Yajurveda is further divided into Sukla and Kyspa Schools. In
the recensions of Sukla Yajurveda the Mantra portion is found
sharply separated from the Brihmapa portion. The Mantra por-
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tion of Sukla recensions is compiled in their Sambhitas, while the
Brihmana portion is brought together in their Brahmapa books.
As against this, the Mantra portion is not separated from that of
Brahmana in the recensions of Krspa School. Taittiriya recension
is regarded as one of the extant reccnsions of Kysna School. Conse-
quently in Taittiriya recension the Mantra portions and Brih-
mana portions stand side by side in the Books of its Samhiti and
Brahmapa.

Since the Taittiriya School belongs to Adhvaryu-Veda, the vari-
ous rites like Adhana, Agnihotra, Darsapiirpamésa, Caturmasya,
Agnistoma, etc. have been dealt with in the texts of this School.
But the scquential order of these rites has not been followed
while compiling and dividing the texts into Samhitia and Brah-
mana. Sometimes the Mantras and the corresponding Brahmapa
portions are collected in the same book, even in the same Prapa-
thaka or are dispersed into separate texts of Samhita and Brah-
mana. To illustrate: The ritual of Darsapiirpamasa naturally pre-
supposes that of Adhina. But the Mantras for Darsapiirpamasa
are collected in the Samhita (I.1.1.) while those for Adhdna are
found in the text of Brahmapa (1.1.7, 1.2.1). Similarly the Man-
tras of Darsapirpamasa appearing in the Sambhita (I.1.1.) are com-
mented upon by the Brihmanpa in the Taittiriya Brahmapa (1II.
2.1—111.3.10), while the Mantras and the corresponding Brahmapa
for Adhana are compiled together in the Taittiriya Briahmana (I.
1.2—1.2.1). The division of the Taittiriya recension into books of
Sambita and Brahmanpa, therefore, appears to be artificial and with-
out any sound basis. If the Kgspa Schools of Yajurveda are ante-
rior to those of Sukla, the divisions of Taittiriya into Sambhita and
Brihmapa may have been fashioned due to a fascination for the
Rgvedic system of division. It may be profitably noted here that
unlike Aitareya Brahmanga, the Taittiriya has retained the accents
which are similar to those of its Sambhita.

It is again surprising that the hautra portions have been collec-
ted in the Taittiriya recension belonging to Adhvaryu.

The extant Taittiriya Samhita is divided into three Kapdas
(or Astakas) which are further divided into Prapathakas (or
Adhyayas) which arec again split up into Anuvakas. Thus the
Taittiriya Brahamapa consists of 3 Kandas, 28 Prapathakas and
338 Anuvakas.

From the contents it can easily be seen that the arrangement of
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the Brihmana, excepting however major captions of rituals, is not
only loose, but also illogical. Thus the treatment of soma is found
in six different places. Soma finds elaborate and systematic trcat-
ment in the Taittiriya Samhita (Mantras: 1.2,3; Brahmana: Kanda
VI). Whatever lacuna appcarcd in that Scction appears to have
been made good in different places of the Taittiriya Brihmana.
Similar is the case of Raijasiya which is claborately explained
in the Taittiriya Sambhita 1.8.1-21. Thercfore Taittiriya Brahmana
1.6,7 is aptly named as anubrihmana by the tradition.

It may be noted here that in the Taittiriya School, the Catur-
masya and the Caraka Sautrimani are treated as a part ot Raja-
siiya, while in all Kgsna Yajurveda Schools they are treated quite
independently of Rajasiiya. It is therefore not unlikely that the
Citurmisya (along with the Sunasiriya) may have originally for-
med a constituent part of the Rajasiya and may have at a later
stage been separated from its original context and recognized as
an independent rite.

The term Caturhoty denotes all the hotr formulas, viz. Catur-
hotr, Paficahotr, Sadhotyr, Saptahoty and Dasahotr formulas.
Caturhoty formulas have been compiled in Taittiriya Aranyaka
I11.1.1-11 and explained by the Taittiriya Brahmana II. 2 and 3.
If the Brahmana is supposed to depend on its relevant Mantra
portion, the Aranyaka section of Caturhoty formulas must be
regarded anterior to the Taittiriya Brahmanga II. 2 and 3, which
comments on those formulas. The Caturhotr formulas are further
employed in Cayana also (vide Taittiriya Brahmana 111. 12. 5).

Cayana is expounded in details in Taittiriya Samhita, Kanda 4
(Mantra Section) and 5 (Brahmana Section). However, some vari-
eties of Cayana find place in Taittiriya Brahmana also. It may be
noted here that the Taittiriya Brahmana II1.10-12, i.e. the last part
of the Taittiriya Brahmana dealing with Cayanas has been assigned
to Kithaka School according to tradition (Vide Bhatta Bhaskara
on Taittiriya Brahmapa on 11I. 10.1— evam asvamedhdntani
tittiriproktani kandani vyakhyatani. atha Kathagnikandani...).

The formulas for ASvamedha appear to have been dispersed in
Taittiriya Samhita 1V.4.12; 1V.6.6-9; 1V.7.15; V.1.11; V.5.11-24;
V.6.11-23; and V.7.11-26. In V.3.12 and V.4.12 of the Taittiriya
Samhita appears the brahmana related to prescription.

Thus a closer observation of the arrangement of the Taittiriya
Brahmagpa may indicate that an abrupt treatment has been accor-
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ded to a number of topics and no logical order has been followed
in such cases. It is interesting to know that even tradition is fully
aware of this loose arrangement of the Brihmapa Sections, when
it entitles some topics as paraksudra (vide Bhiaskara Bhatta’s com-
mentary on TBr 1.1.1), aupdnuvdkya (TBr. 1.5) or acchidra (TBr.
III. 7), which are meant to make good the omissions of stray parti-
culars of various performances in the rites not carefully prescribed
in their proper sequence.

" The anukramani of the Taittiriya School representing the Arseya
Pitha discards such discrepancies as are found in the arrangement
of the present make-up of the Taittiriya School. But the present
Sarasvata-Patha has been preserved by the tradition with a view
to pay respects to Sarasvati.

T.N. Dharmadhikari

Director

Vaidika Sam$odhana Mapdala
(Adaréa Sanskrit Sodha Samstha)
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